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See MLM Fact Sheet ICN 909377 December 2018

CMS may make the following exceptions for AUC reporting requirements as follows:

▪ Emergent services when provided to patients with emergency medical conditions

▪ Inpatients/Critical Access Hospitals

▪ Ordering professional that experiences a significant hardship such as:

▪ Insufficient internet access

▪ Electronic Medical Records or CDSM issues

▪ Extreme and uncontrollable circumstances



2020
Requirement 

The program will operate in an Education and Operations Testing Period during 

which claims will not be denied for failing to include proper AUC consultation 

information.   Professionals who order Advanced Diagnostic Imaging Studies (CT, 

MRI, Nuclear Medicine and PET studies) for Medicare eligible patients, will be 

required to consult Appropriate use Criteria (AUC) via a Clinical Decision Support 

Mechanism (CDSM).  

CMS plans to issue HCPCS G-codes corresponding to each approved CDSM, 

along with modifiers to indicate whether the order adheres to AUC guidelines, or 

an exception applies. We are expecting CMS to provide the specific codes mid 

summer 2019.  

This information will have to be communicated from the ordering professional to 

furnishing clinician(s) along with each order. 

Beginning January 1, 2021, Medicare payment to imaging clinicians will be 

contingent upon submission of CDSM G-codes and AUC adherence modifiers on 

claims. Therefore, ordering professionals should expect that orders will generally 

not be accepted by imaging clinicians without the G-Code corresponding to the 

CDSM used, and the applicable AUC adherence modifier. Claims that fail to 

append this information will not be paid.





How to find a 

clinical decision 

support 

mechanism?

Check with your 

EMR vendor or 

CMS website, 

illustrated here.

* means a free 

version is 

available on the 

web.







GCodes



HCPCS Modifiers



Next Steps?

✓ Check with your EMR vendor to see if they have integrated with

or plan to integrate with a Clinical Decision Support Mechanism (CDSM)

✓ Sign up for/with a qualified CDSM

✓ Document your strategy for AUC compliance

✓ Understand your workflow, involve/educate your schedulers



Next Steps?

✓ Educate your physicians on AUC requirements

✓ Have regular, ongoing meetings with your radiology provider 

to communicate implementation

✓ Know how you plan on providing the AUC/CDS G-Code and modifier 

to the radiology provider

✓ Continue to check CMS website for additional guidance


